Lawton City Council
December 11, 2024
The Lawton city council met in regular session at 5:30pm on December 11, 2024, in the council chambers at 315
Ash St. Mayor Pedersen called the meeting to order around 5:30pm. Roll call was answered by Heiss, Nelson, Otto,
Roth (via phone), and Saunders.
Agenda: motion by Saunders, second by Otto to approve the agenda as posted. Motion carried with all voting aye.
Public forum: no public comments were made.
Sheriff: WCSO Peterson reported there were 19 directed patrols and 11 calls for service in the month of November.
Fire: Chief Ludwig reported there were 10 calls for service for November, the FY26 budget meeting will be held
December 18", and there was CPR training that was completed. Ludwig also presented a drawing for a station
expansion. Lengthy discussion followed.
Mayor: Mayor Pedersen thanked staff for holiday decorations around town, the WiaTel Park sign has been hung,
attended meetings with Woodbury County roads engineer, an area farmer for walking trail, Woodbury County
emergency management, and Text My Gov, partnered with the school officials about an ice-skating rink at WiaTel
Park, and is hosting the LB Social Shenanigans group for a party.
Clerk: clerk reported Text My Gov for mass notifications and communication should be live before January 13",
Government Window to allow for card payments should be live next week, Morningside University is still working on
redesigning the city website, the new benches have been placed in front of the community center, entry signs for
the building, park signs, and ice rink signs have been ordered, and ICAP insurance gave the go-ahead for the ice
rink. Clerk will be working on end of the year processes, will issue council checks on December 27, and will be
submitting for a safety grant with ICAP for up to $1,000.
Public works: director reported working on a water line repair, hanging holiday lights around town, working on
budget, and ice rink is built but will be lined and filled soon.
Attorney: Beardshear reported attending the IA municipal attorney association’s conference.
Consent agenda: motion by Otto, second by Saunders to approve the minutes of the November 13, 2024, regular
city council meeting. Motion carried with all voting aye. Motion by Saunders, second by Heiss to approve the
December disbursements and November claims for payment and financial reports. Motion carried with all voting
aye. Motion by Otto, second by Heiss to approve the utility trial balance and accounts receivable audit report.
Motion carried with all voting aye. Councilman Roth left the meeting at 6:30pm.
Ordinance 2024-03 Requiring the Flow of Water in Occupied Structures
Motion by Heiss, second by Otto to approve the third reading of Ordinance 2024-03 an ordinance amending City
Code 90.03 Water Mandatory Connections and Availability of Water, requiring the ability to bring the flow of water
into the structure. Motion carried on a roll call vote with all members voting aye.
Public hearing: Mayor Pedersen opened the public hearing for the proposed budget amendment for fiscal year
2024-25 at 6:34pm. With no written or in-person comments, Mayor Pedersen closed the public hearing at 6:35pm.
Resolution 2024-19 Approve City of Lawton Budget Amendment for FY2024-2025
Motion by Saunders, second by Nelson to approve Resolution 2024-19 and adopt the proposed budget
amendment. Motion carried by a roll call vote with all members present voting aye.
Humane Society: motion by Saunders, second by Nelson to approve the 2025 contract for animal services with the
Siouxland Humane Society. Motion carried with all members present voting aye.
Health benefits: motion by Saunders, second by Nelson to approve the renewal of the employee health insurance
coverage plan options for 2025. Motion carried with all voting aye.
Lighting contest: motion by Nelson, second by Saunders to approve the 2024 lighting contest rules and prize
money of $60 each category provided by G&K Disposal. Motion carried with all voting aye.
Fireworks: no changes to the current firework rules.
Resolution 2024-18 Assessment for Unpaid Utility
Motion by Nelson, second by Saunders to approve the assessment for an unpaid utility bill. Motion carried on a roll
call with all voting aye.
FY25-26 Budget: clerk presented the first draft of the FY25-26 budget. Council discussion followed.
Attorney: Mayor Pedersen recommended appointing Chad Thompson in January.
With no further business, motion by Saunders, second by Otto to adjourn the meeting around 6:43pm. Motion
carried with all voting aye.




Jesse Pedersen, Mayor

City of Lawton- November 2024 Claims & Revenues
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TRICIA JERNBERG IMFOA CONF-MEALS&MILEAGE $ 47418
US POSTMASTER STAMPS $ 101.00
WELLMARK HEALTH INSURANCE $ 1,897.01
WESTERN IOWA TELEPHONE TELEPHONE & INTERNET $ 527.75

Total Claims by fund: General $21,194.07, Fire $5,709.24, Road Use Tax $10,291.20, American Rescue
Plan $49,460.16, Water $13,969.65, Sewer $2,643.12

Total Revenues by fund: General $37,650.68, Fire $170.24, Road Use Tax $11,407.71, Local Option Sales
Tax $13,062.01, Debt Service $39,240, Building 2022 $198.85, Water $17,903.10, Water Deposit $200,
Sewer $19,342.97



