
 

Lawton City Council Minutes 
 

December 6, 2011 
 
The Lawton City Council met in Regular session on Tuesday, December 6, 2011, at the Lawton City Hall.  
Meeting called to order at 5:00 pm by Mayor Jeff Nitzschke.  Council members answering roll:  Don Grigg, 
Perry Ludwig, Terry Masching and Rick Schorg.  Reed Burson was absent.  Others attending included Public 
Works representative Mark Vaul, City Clerk Patricia Washburn, Attorney Glenn Metcalf, Engineer Jerry 
Steffen, Moville Record Editor Kent Baker, Altha Bos and Dale Mitchell. 
 
Jeff Nitzschke was sworn in as Mayor, with Don Grigg, Perry Ludwig and Rick Schorg being sworn in as 
Council members. 
 
Motion by Ludwig, second by Grigg, to approve agenda.  Motion carried on roll 4-0. 
 
Dale Mitchell and Altha Bos were present to express concern about water run-off from alley south of their 
homes.  Mitchell stated he has not had water in his basement, but is concerned he might.  Council discussed 
possible drainage solutions.  No further action was taken. 
 
Jerry Steffen informed Council of progress on lift station project.  Pictures were distributed on progress thus 
far.  Steffen will investigate possible concerns with chipped area in one section of concrete.  Steffen stated 
the wet well is in and installation went smoothly. 
 
Grigg moved to pay Steffen Engineering pay request for additional work done on lift station project.  Schorg 
seconded motion.  Motion carried on roll 4-0. 
 
Second reading of Special Vehicle Permit Ordinance failed on 2-2 roll call vote with Masching and Schorg 
voting in favor, Grigg and Ludwig voting against.  Burson was absent. 
 
Schorg left meeting at 5:35 pm. 
 
Attorney made minor recommendations to change verbiage in City Code section Council was reviewing.  
Ordinance will be updated to include STOP sign locations not currently listed. 
 
Mayor stated snow bucket for Tool Cat is currently in use.  Good addition to snow removal equipment. 
 
Motion by Masching, second by Ludwig, to approve Siouxland Humane Society contract for another year.  
With no change in contract from previous year, motion carried on roll 3-0. 
 
Considerable discussion was held regarding City purchase of 65-gallon recycle carts.  Note will be put in 
January newsletter asking residents if they would use such carts.  Currently residents can purchase pink 
carts for $58 each.  If City purchased and provided carts, they would be different color and would be city-
owned rather than resident-owned. 
 
With only three of five Council present, wage consideration discussions were tabled until January meeting. 
 
Mark Vaul representing Public Works Department asked Council about purchasing hydrant markers.  Vaul 
stated about 50 markers would be needed.  No action was taken. 
 
Vaul also stated city furnaces in Friendship Center, City Hall and Fire Station had been checked recently by 
Anderson Heating & Cooling and everything appears to be okay.   Fire extinguishers have been checked by 
Bekin’s Fire & Safety Supplies.   
 
Regarding recommendation by Dakota Supply Group on updating larger commercial water meters, motion by 
Grigg, second by Masching, to get meters ordered and contact plumber to install.  Motion carried on roll 3-0. 
 
Discussion on future use of generator in existing lift station.  Original plans were to use it at water treatment 
facility.  If feasible, this is still planned.  No further discussion held on existing shed by lift station. 
 
Council directed Steffen to research new valves on lagoon pits for discharging.  Vaul stated they are 
extremely difficult to raise and lower again.  Council would like to see new valves in place by spring 
discharge. 
 
Council directed Vaul to buy reasonable tool chest for City Maintenance shop. 
 
No action was taken on question of providing health insurance for city employees. 
 
Discussion held on proper time to start snow removal during snow events.  Mayor stated it will never please 
everybody, but to use common sense. 
 
Clerk stated building permit had been issued for new home at 215 West Creek Dr.  Mr. Thelander at the 
school has been notified of anonymous complaint regarding school property.  Clerk stated she will be out of 
the office periodically during December so she can attend to personal business.  City Hall will be closed 
some days as assistant is unable to cover due to conflicts in her schedule.   
 
Small Town Sign Replacement Program was explained by Clerk Washburn.  Over $1,700 in replacement 
STOP signs and poles are needed.  Motion by Grigg, second by Masching, to approve Resolution #2011-21 



 

Directing Mayor to Participate in Program and to Apply for Signing Materials from Iowa DOT.  Motion 
carried on roll 3-0.  Complete text of Resolution is on file at City Hall. 
 
Motion by Masching, second by Grigg, to approve Consent Agenda consisting of November 1, 2011 minutes, 
November 2011 disbursements of $216,157.14, October and November 2011 financial statements, and 
approval of Kory Eyres to Fire Chief position.  Motion carried on roll 3-0. 
 
Council discussed need to follow up with some vehicles still parked on streets.  Attorney will follow through. 
 
Ludwig asked Council about setting two benches and a flagpole in place on water tower lot.  Discussion held 
that they would probably not be used, but suggested benches along Cedar would be used. 
 
With no further business to come before the meeting, meeting adjourned at 6:42 pm. 
 
 
  REVENUES BY FUND        DISBURSEMENTS BY FUND 
 

Interest Earned 1,803.78        
TIF 8,784.95  TIF-West Creek 8,268.00  
General 20,127.71  General 5,300.32  
Road Use Tax 7,451.31  Road Use Tax 3,310.60  
Local Option Sales Tax 9,166.25  Local Option Sales Tax -   
Water 21,509.00  Water 183,274.86  
Sewer 3,324.69  Sewer 6,865.35  
Garbage 4,836.73  Garbage 7,091.60  
Fire Revenue 2,091.46  Fire Disbursements 2,546.41  
TOTAL REVENUE 79,095.88    NOV. DISBURSEMENTS 216,657.14  

 
 
 

WARRANTS APPROVED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTESTED BY:      

Patricia L Washburn, City Clerk 

CHN Garbage 3094.13  
City of Lawton, FD utilities 47.59  
Electronic Engineering, batteries, clip 55.70  
Holiday Inn Airport, training 104.20  
Troy Rubendall, reim. Lodging 106.40  
WalMart, telephone 34.97  
Staples, FAX toner 71.99  
Staples, chair, toner 230.47  
Staples, ink 93.96  
Analytical & Consulting Serv., lab fee 38.50  
Toyne, inc., repairs 1990 558.05  
WITA, telephone 287.72  
First Trust & Savings, call bonds 173895.84  
Fire Service Train. Bureau, testing 150.00  
Lawton Pronto, fuel, misc 767.97  
Jack Howard, labor 190.00  
LP Gill, Inc., 4th Qtr. Landfill  3997.47  
MidAmerican Energy, November 1531.52  
Roto-Rooter, jet West Creek Dr.  375.00  
Franklin & Amanda Ramirez, deposit ref 12.42  
Analytical & Consulting Serv., fees 55.00  
Bomgaars, supplies 221.46  
Colonial Research Chem. Corp, wipes 108.89  
Ed M Feld, fire exts, brackets, etc 447.95  
Metcalf Law Office, legal fees 180.00  
Steffen Engineering, lift station 4557.50  
USA BlueBook, pH tester 117.75  
Employee Compensation 5792.16 
EFTPS, Fed, Med, SS 1798.39  
IPERS, employee retirement 1049.42  
Aflac, employee contrib 32.30  
Staples, laptop 500.00  
First Trust & Savings, bond int. 14056.75  
Menard's, misc. supplies 162.60  
USPS, 2,000 stamped envelopes 1065.50  
Utility Equip. Co., supplies 867.57  
NOVEMBER DISBURSEMENTS 216657.14  


