
Lawton City Council Minutes 
 

October 4, 2011 
 
The Lawton City Council met in Regular session on Tuesday, October 4, 2011, at the Lawton City Hall.  
Meeting called to order at 5:00 pm by Mayor Jeff Nitzschke.  Council members answering roll:  Perry 
Ludwig, Rick Schorg and Don Grigg.  Reed Burson and Terry Masching arrived later.  Others attending 
included Public Works representative Mark Vaul, City Clerk Patricia Washburn, Attorney Glenn Metcalf, 
Engineer Jerry Steffen, Moville Record editor Kent Baker and property owner Eric Polkinghorn. 
 
Motion by Grigg, second by Ludwig, to approve agenda.  Motion carried on roll 3-0. 
 
Eric Polkinghorn was present to discuss possible multi-family dwelling.  Concerns were discussed 
regarding parking restrictions and snow removal. No action taken. 
 
Reed Burson joined meeting at 5:10 p.m. 
 
No action taken on city Code section distributed to Council.  Attorney Metcalf will peruse Clerk’s notes 
and bring recommendations to November meeting. 
 
Council was informed of visit from DNR providing City with details on how to comply with FEMA 
regulations with Flood Plain Map revisions. 
 
Terry Masching joined meeting at 5:23 p.m. 
 
Jerry Steffen distributed Change Order #1 on new Waste Water Treatment Facility.  DNR has required 
the rim of new lift station be raised additional five feet over original plans.  Cost estimate for additional 
work is $14,373.15.  Motion by Masching, second by Ludwig to accept Change Order #1 as presented.  
Motion carried on roll 5-0. 
 
Motion by Ludwig, second by Schorg to approve pay request from Steffen Engineering in amount of 
$5,242.91 for work done thus far on lift station replacement project.  Motion carried on roll 5-0. 
 
Clerk distributed letter from Iowa League of Cities Executive Director Alan Kemp regarding “Blue Zone” 
communities.  Lawton will likely not qualify due to most residents working outside of the City. 
 
Clerk also invited those present to participate in “Start Somewhere” Walk to be held Friday, October 7 
at noon.  One walk will be started at City Hall. 
 
Email from Iowa League of Cities representative, Mark Tomb, was presented regarding a Service Line 
Warranty Program available to customers.  No action taken at this time. 
 
Clerk distributed recycle information from Gill Hauling, Inc.  Discussion held regarding green tubs 
currently used and pink cans available at cost.  No action was taken. 
 
Mark Vaul provided copy of Water Distribution Grade 1 certificate.  Motion by Burson, second by Grigg 
to increase Vaul’s wage $1.00/hr. to $15.00/hr. effective immediately.  Motion carried on roll 4-0 with 
Ludwig abstaining for personal reasons. 
 
Clerk discussed recommendation by Auditor to consider calling at least one or two of the Water 
Revenue Notes that the City currently pays 5% interest on.  After careful consideration, councilman 
Masching introduced Resolution # 2011-18, RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REDEMPTION OF 
TWO - FORTY THOUSAND DOLLAR ($40,000) AND TWO - FORTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR 
($45,000)  WATER REVENUE CAPITAL LOAN NOTES FOR A TOTAL OF ONE HUNDRED 
SEVENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($170,000) OF THE CITY OF LAWTON, IOWA, DATED APRIL 17, 
2006, AND DIRECTING NOTICE BE GIVEN WITH REDEMPTION DATE OF NOVEMBER 15, 2011.  
Masching moved that this Resolution be adopted.  Councilman Schorg seconded the motion to adopt.  
The roll was called and the vote was unanimous 5-0 in favor of adoption.  Whereupon, the Mayor 
declared the resolution duly adopted.  Full text of this Resolution is on file and may be inspected at City 
Hall. 
 
Clerk stated amendment would need to be made to current city budget to grant authority to pay 
principal and interest on above-mentioned Water Revenue Capital Loan Notes.  Motion by Schorg, 
second by Grigg to set date of Nov. 1 for Public Hearing on proposed Amendment of FY2012 City 
Budget.  Public Hearing set for 5:00 pm.  Motion carried on roll 5-0. 
 
Attorney Metcalf explained Letter of Agreement between City and Woodbury County Board of 
Supervisors stating agreement is updated after each federal census to assure no more than 3,000 
voters come to any one polling place.  Motion by Masching, second by Burson, to direct Mayor to sign 
letter and submit to Woodbury County Board of Supervisors.  Motion carried on roll 5-0. 
 
Council directed Clerk to submit grant application to MidAmerican Energy Trees Please! Program. 
 
No action taken on special vehicle usage within city limits. 



Mark Vaul reported nearly 100% of the residential water meters have been replaced.  Council 
discussed those still remaining.  Vaul stated DSG representative will inspect and give recommendation 
on other meters needing to be replaced. 
 
Vaul also reported the concrete pile has been hauled away.  Residents are reminded this is not for 
personal use, but rather for city use only.  Vaul is also searching for ways to dispose of large tree trunks 
since tree grinders cannot run them through their machines.  Tree grinder city has used in the past has 
stated they will no longer be able to come to Lawton due to economic times.  Another company has 
been contacted and stated they would charge $9/ton to grind and haul. 
 
Vaul discussed purchasing PH meter so city can test lagoons on site rather than taking sample to lab.  
Steffen stated he will provide catalog. 
 
Clerk stated she will attend IMFOA Fall Conference in Des Moines Oct. 19-21.   
 
Building permits have been approved for:  403 E Oak, driveway; 519 Pine St., utility shed; 102 W Birch, 
dwelling plus addition; 301 West Creek Dr., dwelling. 
 
Clerk also reported all four incumbents have turned in nomination papers and will be listed on 
November ballot.  No additional candidates returned papers. 
 
Mayor stated complaint had been received on new curb and gutter in 100 block of West Maple Street.  
No action was taken.   
 
Attorney stated water assessment agreements have been submitted to Woodbury County Board of 
Supervisors.  We await their approval. 
 
He also stated a notice will be sent to former resident that has delinquent account with the city. 
 
Bills from Rehan’s for shirts and overnight delivery and Sioux Sales Company for badges for the fire 
department were both denied by the City Council.  Fire Advisory Board representative, Rick Schorg, will 
discuss matter with Fire Chief.  Mayor stated City needs to be given adequate notice before extrication 
training takes place on city property.  Mayor also stated glass and debris from cars, as well as cars 
themselves, need to be cleaned up as soon as training is completed.   
 
Council indicated junk/abandoned vehicles on streets and public right of way need to be tagged and 
disposed of.  Clerk and Attorney will contact those responsible for vehicles. 
 
Motion by Schorg, second by Burson, to approve Consent Agenda as presented including the following:  
approval of minutes from September 6, 2011; approval of September financial statements including 
disbursements of $50,910.64; Resolution # 2011-19 Approving Additional Records Added to 
Destruction List.  Motion carried on roll, 5-0. 
 
With no further business to come before the meeting, meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm. 
 
 
  REVENUES BY FUND      DISBURSEMENTS BY FUND 
 

Interest Earned               563.59        
TIF            3,155.30  TIF-West Creek                          -    
General            9,419.71  General              19,806.47  
Road Use Tax            8,457.61  Road Use Tax                3,060.41  
Local Option Sales Tax                      -    Local Option Sales Tax                          -    
Water          19,359.67  Water              19,788.05  
Sewer            3,594.50  Sewer                1,749.76  
Garbage            4,918.11  Garbage                3,175.05  
Fire Revenue               858.00  Fire Disbursements                3,330.90  
TOTAL REVENUE          50,326.49    AUGUST DISBURSEMENTS 50,910.64  

 
 
 

WARRANTS APPROVED 
 

Dakota Supply Group, water meters 8779.44  
WITCC, fire training 1312.00  
Ziegler Cat, filters, elements 276.16  
US Post Office 49.20  
CHN Garbage 3094.13  
City of Lawton, utilities 46.57  
IMWCA, audited work comp 270.00  
Winkler Roofer, Inc., replace roof/City Hall 9845.00  
Acco, chlorine concentrate 324.80  
Brown Supply, fittings, misc 484.51  
Electronic Engineering, 2 pager chargers 32.00  
Gill Hauling, .93 ton trash 40.92  



Lawton Pronto, fuel, FD misc 717.27  
Iowa DNR, Vaul certif. fees 110.00  
IMFOA, Washburn Fall conf. reg. 100.00  
Robertson Implement, mower repairs 680.34  
Mark Vaul, testing mileage reim. 111.00  
Western IA Tel. Ass'n 291.36  
Bomgaars, air compressor, shop tools 518.47  
Earl May Nursery, trees 1000.00  
Fireguard, Inc., equipment testing & certif. 1322.01  
Metcalf Law Office, legal fees 1924.00  
MidAmerican Energy, September 1848.65  
Colonial Research Chem. Corp., cleaners 62.17  
Dakota Supply Group, water meters 1599.68  
Ed M Feld, suspenders 150.00  
Menard's, supplies 323.18  
R Tire & Auto, 4-tires mount & bal. 833.60  
Utility Equip. Co., supplies 50.00  
Patricia Washburn, exp. Statement 60.50  
Employee compensation 6764.74 
Aflac 32.30  
IPERS, employee retirement 1292.98  
EFTPS, Fed, Med, SS 2185.21  
IA Dept. of Revenue, IA withholding 1224.00  
IA Dept. of Revenue, sales tax 2737.00  
SEPTEMBER DISBURSEMENTS 50910.64  

 

 
 
 
 
ATTESTED BY:      

Patricia L Washburn, City Clerk 


